
4/2/2012 - I started today’s work by setting up the journal dates and getting ready to work 

on some reading and writing today. I spent a little time listening to the song Wake Up on 

my phone and I noticed that the reverb used actually gave the song more presence on the 

small speaker. Much fuller sound than I have ever had previously. I used reverb on all my 

other songs, but never as much as that. On headphones it sounds like it is too much, on 

small speakers it sounds better. I know that Neko Case uses a lot of reverb on her albums. 

It is generally too much for my taste, but I think it works out for her style and vocals. On 

my monitors I find that amount of reverb to be too much unless I have a reason to use it. 

In this case I do. As far as mixing goes, I find it difficult to get a handle on which way is 

the best one to mix from: headphones or monitors or bounce and then listen on earbuds, 

the car stereo or a small jam box. A good number of people are now listening on ear buds 

on one ear which nulls out stereo effects and will even cause them to miss things that 

may be panned. I am sure that the this is an issue for recording for everyone. Decide what 

you are trying to do with the recording and let it stand. The bass in the song is pretty 

strong on headphones and a regular stereo, but almost disappears on the small phone 

speaker. / I posted my first two packets on the blog. I also deleted pages in the blog that 

weren't doing anything. I am not sure how pages work on Wordpress. time to learn. 5 

minutes later. It seems that pages don't do much in Wordpress other than an about page or 

something that just doesn't change info very often. I was hoping that I could create pages 

as categories and post only to those pages. Will not work here.  The gallery wanted a 

video of me playing to post for people to see, so I played around with iMovie a while. 

Learned a little about the program and have a few ideas. 

4/3/2012 - I played around with some ideas for a second song. My thinking was that I 

might work on the wild or nature song. I also need to set up a transition from wake up to 

the wild. I thought I would have some footsteps walking, then running and hear a 

waterfall roar getting closer, a small splash and then a larger splash and then cut to 

underwater muffled sounds of grunting, gasps for air, muffled, etc. then heavy breathing 

and dripping sounds of someone climbing out of water after almost drowning, then fade 

up the wild and nature sounds going into the second song. 

4/4/2012 - I worked on a bit of writing for Discipline and Punish.  I also set up the front 

animation and began working on completing that cycle. I started a storyboard for a music 

video for the Wake Up song which will include the Luff animations, video of me in 



performance and other elements from the album imagery. My daughter Katey came up 

from North Caroline for a week. I think I may not be able to do as much this week as 

usual so I can spend some time with her. I haven't seen her for about 6 months. 

4/5/2012 - I ended up spending most of the day setting up some sound effects, mixing the 

wake up song and working on a transition piece between this song and the second song. I 

did a literal translation from my story about the metaphor of Luff leaping through the 

entrance of his safety zone. I am thinking of adding some background musical elements. I 

will test something out, but I'm not sure if I will keep it. I have to see what it sounds like. 

First thoughts are that there could be a simple electric guitar plunk or bass plunk, maybe 

some kind of sound in the background instead creating a dramatic sense highlighting the 

importance of the decision/action?  

4/6/2012 - Thought about the literal translation of effects, etc in the album and believe 

that I am going to be somewhat literal at points in the album and have some areas that are 

going to become soundscapes. I can see this morphing as it goes. I don't know where it 

will end up, literally. 

4/7/2012 - Went back to the Discipline and Punish writing. I keep running into a wall 

with regard to the direction I want to take on this. 

4/8/2012 - I started reading some of the Simon Frith book. Didn't get else accomplished. 

Oh. I picked up the guitar and plunked a few notes. I found something that might lead me 

to song number 3 that might work in the city environment. 

4/9/2012 - Katey leaves in the morning. Just spent the day with her.  

4/10/2012 - Katey headed back to NC this morning. I spent some time writing about the 

Discipline and Punish essay. I see parallels between this and Bernays history and want to 

run them together. I am trying to decide if I should do one just about the Foucault book or 

do something about the parallels. Decisions. Decisions. Her trip was safe. 

4/11/2012  - I spent a good deal of time listening to Kate Bush's 50 Words of Snow for 

the third time and taking notes this time. I also reviewed the package that Andrea sent 

about G1 Packet 2. I found the comments very interesting and she had quite a few really 

good points to add about direction and progress. I highlighted the points that she 



requested responses to and a couple of points that I will respond to as well that were not 

direct requests.  I listened to "Cage: "Williams Mix". I will listen to it again and take 

notes and make comments. I think that Andrea's comments about the literal take on 

sounds to begin with is interesting since I had written something similar in my notes 

about a week ago. It's good to see that there is a parallel thought process happening in 

some form. 

4/12/2012 - I did some research on graphic novels/comics. I viewed some you tube 

videos of artists discussing the process and materials they use. I dug up some old panels 

that I did decades ago to remind myself of what I had done previously. Searched you tube 

for marvel comics process, saw creating a comic book page part 1 through 8 with David 

Yardin, comics artist Paolo Rivera talks process, comic ratios Wes Craig describes his 

process, Phil Jimenez shares his page layout process, marvel comics portfolio review at 

NY Comic Con. 

4/13/2012 - Went to the Cincinnati museum of art with Lisa. We went to see the Picasso 

master prints and the Monet in Giverny exhibition. While I was there we heard a choir 

singing in the museum and i was interested in how the natural acoustics of the museum 

blended their voices. I smoothed out the rough edges of missed harmonies and notes and 

just like a Gaussian blur in Photoshop it took out harsh edges and roughness. There was 

also a showing of costumes throughout the museum by Nick Cave called "Meet Me At 

The Center Of The Earth". I found most interesting how the bright colors of the costumes 

created a strong contrast with the paintings in the Renaissance and Baroque and Dutch 

sections. 

4/14/2012 - I ended up troubleshooting two computers today. Took a good deal of time, 

but as usual it ended up being a simple fix in the end. It's always a chore to find the 

problem even if it is simple. Glad that's fixed.  

4/15/2012 - I worked on the front animation. It is taking longer than the others because 

Spenser is partially obscured by the front of the treadmill he was walking on. I knew this 

would be the more difficult one to do. I have to guess at some areas. I also worked on 

setting up a drawing desk in case the graphic novel exploration continues to develop. 

Good thing I did my taxes really early this year. 



4/16/2012 – Listened to and worked on Courage which is what I am tentatively calling 

the transition between song one and two. Played around with a bass line and some drum 

ideas for The Wild which is what I am tentatively calling song two. Thought about the 

literal translation of sounds on the album based on Andreas notes. I had thought about 

this before and still think that in Luff’s safety zone I should keep the sounds literal to 

give the listener something familiar before taking them into the environments. In the 

environments I want to create sounds that are strange, maybe threatening sometimes, to 

Luff and for the listener as well. 

4/17/2012 – Worked on setting up the packet format topics and table of contents. 

Reviewed the material from packet two and emails to prepare to set up packet three and 

the gathering of minds. 

4/18/2012 - Over twenty WWII bombers flew over the house several times today as part 

of an anniversary tribute to the remaining Doolittle Raiders at the Air Force Museum. It 

became a force that influenced my choice for the day. I drove over to the Museum and 

spent a little time looking at history. I dug through some of their era prints and found 

some propaganda posters. One was intriguing in that it looked like a German style poster 

with planes flying in a “V” formation. That must have been to suggest “V” for victory. 

I spent several hours putting together songs and trying to work out the arrangement for 

the live performance. I have a good deal of time I need to spend on preparing for this. 

4/19/2012 – I spent a number of hours trying to update my bibliography. I don’t want this 

to get lost until the end. 

4/20/2012 – I wrote a good deal more about Discipline and Punish. I reviewed my notes 

on 50 Words for Snow and corrected a few errors in my typing. 

4/21/2012 – I worked some more on setting things up for the live show. I’m trying to 

figure a way to get some effects through my amp for vocals and guitar. The firebox 

worked good for getting a signal, but I couldn’t figure out how to get the effects from the 

computer to the amp. I thought it would be simple, but alas it is another time waster. 

Back to the packet. I worked on organizing the table of contents and then worked on 

putting the peer exchange folder in the drop box. Another big time sucker. I ran into a 

problem that was strange. I knew I had accepted the invitation to the dropbox but there 



was not folder available to me. After an hour I realized that I had created a separate 

account just for that and had forgotten about it. All better now. Sheesh. Gotta take a 

break. I’ll finish up tomorrow.  I feel like I could get more done, but the financial 

situation is weighing heavily on my mind. My unemployment ran out and I was able to 

get into the extended program, but who knows how that is going to go. I am overqualified 

for most of the jobs that are available, and under qualified for bachelor’s level without 

this MFA. With my health conditions I feel that I am pressing my luck without health 

insurance. I guess I just keep pressing on.  

4/22/2012 – I sat down and wrote the cover letter today. Even though I felt this packet 

was not as full, I do feel like I am still making progress. I foresee a stronger finish. 

4/2/2012 – Start P4 today. 


