
Journal 
 

4/23/2012 M – I spent several hours today setting up equipment for the live performance. 

I think I must be losing it, cause I am unemployed and bought a PA. I checked on the 

smallest PA equipment I could find and rentals started at 100 bucks, plus more for mics 

and stands. I just needed something simple and easy to feel comfortable enough to do 

this. I kept looking and found a nearby Best Buy that was going out of business. They 

had one Fender Passport 150 PA for $199.00, so I drove 30 minutes to the store. I was 

thinking, two rentals would pay for that sucker and that’s what they were going to rent 

me anyway, cause I asked. I have my own mics, cables and stands, so I broke down and 

bought it. I set it up and it sounds really good for a small venue. I can rent mine out to 

some organizations locally for their speaking events and such for 50 bucks, maybe make 

back my cost and then a little bit. I feel better knowing that at least there is going to be a 

chance for a decent sound quality. I have some other equipment that I don’t use anymore 

that I can sell. 

4/24/2012  – I spent some time today working on setting up the PA and digging some old 

equipment out of mothballs. I tried using a Line 6 Pod 2 for some effects on guitar and 

vocals, but just can’t get any sounds from it that I like, so I am going to scrape the idea 

try for something else. I am using a SM48 on the guitar and the vocals. I thought about 

using my Rode NT1-A studio mic, but am not ready to try that. It’s not really meant for 

live performance. I am pretty sure the SM48’s will be fine when I get the right 

arrangement. Direct to the PA isn’t working at this point, so time to work on another 

idea. I am pretty sure I have a small Beringer mixer somewhere. I have a good number of 

pieces of equipment, but they are all older. I think I can get them to work out if I can find 

everything I have in mind. Started reading Brandwashed. 

4/25/2012 – Found the mixer and set it up. It’s a UB1202 and has everything I think I’m 

going to need for now. There are no board effects; the PA has some reverb, however I 

don’t particularly like the sound. I’m working on some ideas to solve that problem. I am 

able to control the sound much better than directly into the PA with a mic on the acoustic 

and a mic for vocals. At least for now I have something that will be better than no PA at 

all even for a small setting. I practiced some of the songs from Darkened Sun and a few 



covers. My vocal chords are going to need some exercising for the live stuff. I broke 

down and tried the Pod again, but through the boards effects loop. Still don’t like the 

results. Read more Brandwashed. 

4/26/2012 – Ah ha. I found my old Alesis Microverb 4. Picked up a delay and reverb 

sound that works nicely. I set it up through the effect loop and that is making a huge 

difference. I practiced the songs again and still need to keep practicing. It looks like that 

until I get this live thing feeling comfortable I will keep working on it. Read more 

Brandwashed. 

4/27/2012 F – Another breakthrough. I was able put everything into the board and then 

into one stereo channel on the PA. I am controlling volume and effects mixes on the 

board as well as some panning which is creating a much richer sound. Improvement. I 

was not happy with how the guitar was sounding through the mic. I could not get rid of a 

bass boom or rumble with it. So I broke down again and picked up a Dean Markley 

pickup. (Wipes sweat from his brow) It most definitely is a huge improvement. Much 

better guitar sound and removes a mic from the floor. Now to do something to help the 

vocals. Tomorrow I am going to try something silly. 

4/28/2012 – Silly attempt seems to help the vocals. It’s not the best fix, but I can’t afford 

a real compressor. I found an old Boss foot pedal compressor and a Boss CE-2 Chorus 

pedal. I hooked them into the chain from my mike then to the board. I would rather have 

the compressor at the end of the chain going to the PA, but it’s not stereo and I can’t 

afford to keep buying stuff. Anyway, it works pretty good for now and the sound is good 

enough that my comfort level has increased or if you prefer my anxiety and stress levels 

are going down. Practiced all the songs again, added a couple more and the vocal chords 

are responding. I didn’t lose my voice after this time. Read more Brandwashed. 

4/29/2012 – I did some more practicing today. Trying to get my memory working better. 

Still working on that. One of my old problems of my middle back and neck causing my 

fingers to get numb has been plaguing me some. I haven’t had that happen for a while. I 

guess playing a lot more is putting stress on that never again. It’s a bit stressful, but the 

show must go on. If I have to I will pause and stretch between songs. The equipment 

chain is still doing nicely. I had an old Roland XV-5050, but after looking at it I didn’t 

see how I could use it for this performance. I don’t have time to work that out right now. 



4/30/2012 M – I took an old video camera case and started modifying it to hold the 

Microverb and the mixing board as well as the two pedals and all the effects chain cables. 

That will make things easier to carry, setup and use. Practiced some more. Read more 

Brandwashed. 

5/1/2012  – I finished the equipment box. That took a while, but it turned out quite nicely. 

I could afford to just run out and drop a hundred more dollars on a rack box or case. More 

practicing, but cut it short as my back was aching quite a bit today. Still good progress 

with the live equipment. I think it’s ready to go. Just do more practicing and testing. I 

should be ready. Read more Brandwashed. 

5/2/2012 – Watched the Making of Sergeant Pepper’s documentary again. I was 

fascinated by George Martin talking about how they put the tracks together and then 

listening to him pull parts in and out and talk about them. I have always been interested in 

how the parts of a recording merge into a gestalt that is nothing like the individual parts. 

You can never tell when parts together really are going to be right. I guess one of the 

reasons that I enjoy this so much is that it is like putting together a puzzle, but I also get 

to make the pieces. Practiced. 

5/3/2012 – Watched a documentary on the Fleetwood Mac Rumors album. If you 

consider all the troubles they had at the time and the fact that they generally wrote songs 

for the album that basically revolved around their difficulties with each other, then this 

could loosely be called a concept album. Practice. Added a couple more songs. 

5/4/2012 F – I did a good deal of practicing today and made a few changes to the PA 

sound because some knobs got turned or something. It’s back to normal now. I watched 

more of the Sgt. Pepper documentary and read a bit more on the Brandwashed book. I’m 

feeling a bit of stress because I haven’t written anything more than the journal to this 

point. I need to write something I guess. I will try to work on it tomorrow. 

5/5/2012 – I think the stress was actually a bug. I have now come down with something. I 

am trying to keep going, but during my performance practice today I couldn’t finish. My 

throat became really scratchy and sore. I got through about three or four songs. I then just 

touched the beginning and endings of each of the rest and called it quits. No sense 

pressing on and hurting myself. I watched a documentary about America, the group. 



5/6/2012 – Yep. Definitely got a bug, the flu or something. Aches, sinuses, throat, joints, 

very flu like symptoms. I am going to have to sit this one out. 

5/7/2012 M – I am writing this entry on Tuesday, because I stayed in bed or on the couch 

all day and really didn’t even feel like walking down to the studio. I watched some shows 

on TV but even then I was only halfway into them. I took medicine, tried to keep up my 

strength, drank plenty of fluids and spent most of the time just trying to rest. Oh and 

several tissue boxes are now empty. 

5/8/2012 – I didn’t feel really much better today. I slept until 2PM. Most of my day is 

now gone. I feel a little bit better this evening and so I am writing some more about Sgt. 

Pepper and think I will work on more through the evening. I have to see how much 

energy I have left. Push on. Just no singing for a little while.  

5/9/2012 – Spent time today taking more drugs and working on getting over this bug. I 

was able to write more thoughts on Sgt. Pepper, work on a bit of the next song bass line 

and played around more with drum ideas and other possibilities. No final conclusions 

other than I like a simple beat for both the drums and bass for this. I also had an idea for 

some paintings that could fit into my practice.  

5/10/2012 – I wanted this term to be exploratory and I have ventured into a great number 

of possibilities.  I had an idea for a series of paintings. I will describe them in a section in 

this packet. I am also writing about Brandwashing some more today. My voice and I have 

not recovered enough to start recording vocals again, so I played around with more 

instrumental stuff. 

5/11/2012 F – I have not been able to completely shake the bug yet, but I do feel better. I 

am getting tired very quickly when singing and still am fighting sinuses, drainage and 

coughing. I tried running through some of the songs in the set list very quietly. I am 

going to reorder them some. I am also writing more on Brandwashed and Sgt. Pepper and 

Nineteen Eighty-Four. 

5/12/2012 – I was able to sing through the set today on my second try. The vocals are 

getting strong enough to sustain and extend.  Better than I expected. I am still not one 

hundred percent, maybe around eighty-four. : ) I was surprised to find out that the 

settings on the PA, even though I didn’t move them did not provide the proper sound this 



time. I suspect a ghost of in the machine, twisting and turning the knobs when I’m not 

looking. I guess you have to reset live stuff every time you use it. Lesson learned. 

I found some more books to read today. I hadn’t thought to look for books by Bernays 

himself, although I should have thought to do that early on. The one I found and started 

reading today was Propaganda, 1928. So far is has been interesting. He even admitted in 

the first chapter something that I suspected and wrote about in a previous packet. 

5/13/2012 – I spent most of today’s work practicing live performance again, trying to 

strengthen my voice in an effort to recover from the flu bug or whatever it was.  I also 

spent time preparing packet 4 for sending. 

5/14/2012 M – I’m gonna take a break today. If that changes I will start the next packet 

journal on this date. 

 


